St Vigeans Church
Newsletter
November 2022
We have been fortunate to have had a very pleasant Summer, but Autumn has been rather
changeable.
Is life not a little like the changing Seasons? Perhaps with a mixture of a childlike
perception and rose tinted glasses growing up in the 50’s seemed so simple. In many cases
families had mother, father, two or three children with grandparents close by and perhaps
a cat or a dog. Basic wholesome food was the norm (how I remember milk puddings – we
had a cow!). There were very few cars or telephones and Church and Sunday School on
Sundays.
Fast forward to today. Now there are many single parent families with grandparents living
a distance away. In some cases, food may be a takeaway or sadly getting food from the
local Foodbank and some of the young and not so young are addicted to gaming or their
mobile phones and now with soaring prices we have a Cost of Living Crisis. Sundays for
many are now taken up with shopping, sports activities or just catching up with chores.
Life has changed and the Church has had to change with it. We are fortunate to be able to
retain our Church, although more changes are to come shortly, but our focus is to be very
different. Whilst our services will always be important there will be greater emphasis on
Mission – helping those in need, building community and supporting families and young
people. Throughout our Newsletter you will see examples of how we have tried to put
these ideas into action.
Margaret Pullar (Session Clerk)

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE
IN THE CHURCH
ON 13th NOVEMBER
AT 10 am.
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Dear Friends
Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy
The praise of my God shall still my heart and tongue employ.
These are words of a well-known hymn reminding us we live in ever changing times.
Nothing is clearer than the lessons from nature with the times and seasons. In
Autumn we have the glorious colours of the leaves of the trees as they change
their colour from green, to brown or red or gold before they drop from their
branches and make a colourful blanket of leaves beneath. We turn the clocks back
as daylight has become shorter. We have to accept changes in higher shop prices
of many everyday items.
We live in an ever-changing world with so much going on with conflict between
nations, drought, flooding, financial problems. So often we try to resist change,
remembering the past with fondness.
Church will change as we move forward in accordance with the Church Mission Plan.
With the discussions taking place, whatever, the changes may look like we must
remember to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus, who is the author and perfector
of our faith.
Some things don’t change – at this time of year we are looking forward to Advent,
leading up to Christmas. Let us remember the true reason for the season and not
get caught up in all the commercialism that will surround us. The story of
Christmas hasn’t changed – let us remember the humble beginning of that first
Christmas when Jesus was born in a manger and the angels proclaimed to a waiting
world that the Saviour of the World was born. And then as we head towards a New
Year let us remember to “keep our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our
faith (Hebrews 12 v 2).
May God richly bless you as we continue to follow in his steps.
Keith
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Hello friends.
I am writing to you on all Hallows’ Eve, better known as Halloween. Someone said to me recently, that
Halloween is the day when people are at their most Christian. It is the day when weird and wonderful
strangers come to the door and instead of turning them away, we give them a welcome and provide them
with sweets and good things. I am sure it will not be too long before our doorbell is ringing at the Manse.
In past times many people believed that Halloween was a day when the barrier between the world of the
living and the dead was at its thinnest. The church, in the past, redeemed the event and dedicated
November 1st as All Saints’ Day and November 2nd as All Souls’. Some cultures, especially in Mexico,
celebrate the Day of the Dead at this time where folk gather together in joyful celebration to pay respects
and to remember friends and family members who have died. These are days when we too may remember
and give thanks for those who have gone before us, albeit with more solemnity in our own culture.
We also make special remembrance of the past a few days later on Remembrance Day when we gather to
acknowledge the debt, we owe to those who served and died in time of war. Even as we give thanks for
sacrificial service we pray for peace, and an end to the kind of conflict that requires young men and
women to put on uniform and put their lives on the line.
Since last Remembrance Day we have seen once again the fanning of the flames of war on European soil.
It is not that war on other continents is unimportant to us, but war in Europe seems to bring closer the
depths of human evil. We like to think that we have put behind us the enmities and desires that would
divide us, but this would be to ignore the human condition. The sad thing is that the hardness of the
human heart and the desire for dominance and power over others is never far from us. We are all tempted
to seek to live by our own wisdom as represented by political, economic, or cultural allegiances. The
consequence is distrust, division and inequality. We do not need to look as far as what Putin is doing in
Ukraine to see that. We see it in our own cities, towns and countryside.
The last Sunday before Advent is celebrated as the Day of Christ the King. Christ Jesus sits on the throne
at the right hand of the Father as the Eternal King of Heaven and Earth. It is his kingdom we are called to
embrace as we embody his service in the world today. We cannot do so according to our own wisdom, but
only as we seek his wisdom by the Spirit.
When we fall short it is often because we have sought what is good in our own eyes rather than taken the
time to seek God’s word to us, to discern God’s wisdom through prayer and study of the Bible.
This is a wisdom summed up in the Command “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, all your mind and all your strength. And you shall love your neighbour as you love yourself”.
It is not for us to rid the world of evil, but it is for us to demonstrate in our lives together what this
kingdom wisdom looks like. And when we do so weird and wonderful strangers can come to our door and
instead of turning them away, we shall give them a welcome and provide them with good things.
May God bless you all in Christ Jesus.
Peter Phillips

World Aids Day is on 4th December when our Morning
Service is in the hall followed by a Snack Lunch.
All proceeds from the Snack Lunch will be donated to
this worthy cause.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Hi all, I thought rather than compare giving with the same period last year it would be
more beneficial to give you a comparison with how things looked over the same period five
years ago.
Giving

Sept 2017

Sept 2022

Open Plate

£ 5,040

£ 2,481

FWO

£ 12,115

£ 9,678

Gift Aid

£15,494

£ 16,103

Tax Recovered

£ 8,147

£ 7,490

Total

£41,796

£35,752

Variance

% Change

-£6,044

-14.46%

This gives a truer reflection of how much the income of the church has reduced over the
past 5 years, an average of 2.89% a year over the 5 year period. Costs over this five year
period have not reduced and have as you would expect increased. As I have mentioned in
previous reports we have been very fortunate to have received a legacy over the past two
years which has helped us through Covid but with inflation now running at 10% I thought it
prudent to look at a budget for next year.
By continuing to bring in rental income from the manse, carrying out some fund raising and
pay our organist’s salary out of monies we have in the music fund, we will be able to reduce
our annual deficit, but I still estimate this will be about £10,000 for 2023.
Fraser Bews
Treasurer

A huge thank you to everyone who so generously donated to the
Foodbank at Harvest Thanksgiving and filled shoeboxes for the
Blythswood appeal.
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Visitors to our Church.

In the recent past we have had a number
of interested visitors to our Church.
The Breadalbane Heritage Society
visited both the museum and the Church.
The group were very knowledgeable and
took a keen interest in various aspects of
our history.

Breadalbane Heritage Society
Heather Lockhart has been corresponding with a man from New York who is researching
his family history. Recently he took his mother to visit St Vigeans. Heather had put her
knowledge and research skills to good use and found the location of the grave of one of
their ancestors. Unfortunately, the grave appeared not to have been marked with a stone.
However, the gentleman felt below the turf at the head of the grave and found a stone.
We pulled back a little bit of the turf to reveal that the stone had markings. We did not
want to explore any further without permission. I have recently been given permission to
remove the turf and dig to see if there are markings deeper on the stone.
On the same day as the Americans were here, a Canadian gentleman appeared in the
church. His surname is Young and he had done enough research on Sir Peter Young of
Seaton to allow him to produce a book on Sir Peter’s life. Sir Peter was tutor to King
James the 6th of Scotland, who was an elder in our church and is buried in the floor of our
church. His memorial is the black marble stone on the north wall of the church.

Big Sunflowers from Little Seeds Grow.
During a recent winter garden tidy up I came upon the remnants
of the sunflowers grown from the seeds provided by Keith
earlier in the year. Both plants were still standing proud at 8
foot tall though now looking somewhat jaded. I immediately
thought how aptly these flowers encapsulate the idea that great
things can emerge from tiny beginnings. Perhaps a thought to
hold on to during these uncertain times.
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FILMS

TV

QU?Z N?GHT
25th November at 7.30 pm
in the Hall
Individuals or teams of four welcome. £5 per person to include
sandwiches, cakes and tea or coffee. Raffle.
If you would like to take part, please: e mail:
hrosie14@hotmail.co.uk or Telephone: 01241 870852

SPORT

GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE
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BE CREATIVE

Be Creative has now resumed and it is very encouraging to see so many non-church members
and also different faces. Members have been busy knitting poppies for the Remembrance
Service. Hats, scarves etc have gone in the shoeboxes for Blythswood. Bonding squares have
been taken to Ninewells Baby unit and poppies were knitted and sold as brooches with £25
being donated to the British Legion. We are now busy knitting and crocheting a variety of
items – blanket squares and some items for the Cairnie Lodge Christmas Fayre which is to be
held in our hall.
The dates of our meetings are 2nd & 16th November with our last meeting this year on 7th
December. We are then resuming on 16th January. and if you enjoy knitting, crochet or would
just like some company please join us. We are always happy to welcome new members and also
new ideas.

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
Our Scottish country dance class is going well. We have a few
new keen dancers to boost our numbers and we have fun
attempting a variety of dances. Party night dance will be
Monday 5th Dec at 7.30. Start after the new year on Mon
23rd January, then 30th Jan, 6th Feb, 27th Feb then last
Monday and first Monday of March and April.
Anne Whitehead 07743383967

Arbroath Piano Club
Arbroath Piano Club continues to meet on the second
Sunday of each month at 3pm with a break in January.
At the moment, we have a small circle of regular
players and we would welcome pianists of any age and
ability to play for us; listeners are also welcome. A
restful hour in the Church with a cup of tea at the end!
Helen.
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Stewardship Report
Between now and February we have several events planned and hope these will be well
supported by as many members and friends of St Vigeans as possible.
Concert in St Vigeans Church
The Concert with Wayne Robertson and Claire
Telford held on 28th October was a huge success.
The music was first class and £810 was raised for
church funds. Many thanks to those who attended,
sold tickets, donated shortbread and helped to
organise this event.

Quiz Night.
As a result of Covid it is a few years since we had our last Quiz Night. Unfortunately, some
changes have had to be made with the venue and quizmaster, but we hope it will continue to
be as successful. This year the quiz will be held in St Vigeans Hall on Friday 25th November
and the quiz master will be Ian Lamb. Refreshments and raffle tickets will be available at
the interval. Tickets with further details will be on sale from the beginning of November.
Dog Walkers and Nature Trail Users
Many people pass through St Vigeans Village, either walking their dogs or using the Nature
Trail, so on Saturday 3rd December teas/coffees /soup or hotdogs will be available to those
passing through the village. I'm sure something hot to drink or eat will be very welcome.
Christmas Floral Demonstration
A Christmas floral demonstration has been organised for Wednesday 14th December in St
Vigeans Hall at 7.30pm. Tickets at a cost of £3 will be available, with proceeds going
towards church funds. Helen Robb from Flair Flowers in Montrose is going to demonstrate
5-6 arrangements and these will be raffled off at the end of the evening with the proceeds
from the raffle being divided between a charity of her choice and St Vigeans Church funds.
Hopefully these events will be well supported. Thank you in advance for your support and
help. Best wishes, Helen.
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THE GUILD
We are now into the second year of the Guild Strategy “Look Forward in Faith” and the
theme for this year is “Wee seeds, big trees”.
As we were unable to meet in September because of the funeral of the Queen, our first
meeting was in October when we were pleased to welcome two new members. At that
meeting the speaker was David Ferguson who gave a most interesting and informative talk
on The Abbey Theatre.
There is a change to the syllabus for the November meeting. Margaret Wynne will be the
speaker and the topic is “Journey with a Stitch”. We meet at 2 pm on the 21st and all are
welcome.
19th December
16th January
20th February

Christmas Lunch at the Cliffburn Hotel at 1.30 pm
Rev Chris Hay “My Journey to the Ministry”
Gill Lawrie “Food, Countryside and Farming”

A joyous Christmas and best wishes for 2023 to all.
Jean Duncan

The choir loft and cupboard are needing a clearout. Would ex-choir members go upstairs and take
away their folders ? Also, there are personal music
hymn books and personal Bibles to be collected.

If anyone can suggest an organisation, here or abroad, which could make use of CH3 hymn
books, Songs of the People (music) and Jesus Praise (words), there are sets to be donated.
Also, sets of mixed choir pieces, titles on request, for any choirs who might welcome them.
Helen Addison
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Toddlers Group
We welcomed 2 new toddlers when we resumed after the October holiday.
The Halloween party was a success and the children enjoyed dressing up, spearing
apples, etc. We still have quite a number of people on our waiting list even though we are
back to pre-covid numbers. Thanks again to all the helpers who give their time and talents
to make the sessions stimulating and fun for all.
Sandra

SATURDAY 19th NOVEMBER

12 noon – 4 pm
in the Hall
Although we are now allowed to hand deliver the Newsletter, we are continuing to e mail it
to as many people as possible and deliver it to the rest of our members.
If you would prefer a paper copy, please let me know or if you have an e mail address that
we do not already have please send it to me – my e mail address is
margaret.pullar@btinternet.com
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These are two new joint activities with all the Arbroath Churches. If you know of anyone
who would like to attend or if you would like to volunteer to help, please contact either the
names on the posters or Margaret Pullar - 01241 876667 or e-mail
margaret.pullar@btinternet.com for further information.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of
Hugh Cairns and Lorna & Ron Kidd
Who all died recently.

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS QUIZ SHEETS ARE NOW
ON SALE FOR £1 WITH ALL PROCEEDS THIS YEAR
GOING TO ST VIGEANS CONSERVATION GROUP TO
PURCHASE BLUEBELL BULBS TO PLANT IN THE
NATURE TRAILS.

If you would like a copy, please contact Dorothy
Baird - dot0148@icloud.com
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Tickets £3
COMMUNION SERVICE
on SUNDAY 29th JANUARY
at 11.00 am
CONDUCTED BY REV PETER PHILLIPS
12
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December Services
4th December

Service in the hall followed by Snack Lunch with
collection for World Aids Day

11th December

Morning Service and Gift Sunday

18th December

Family Nativity Service followed by mulled wine
and mince pies.

Christmas Eve

Watchnight Service at 11.30 pm with carols at
11.15 pm

Christmas Day

Joint Morning Service in West Kirk (to be
confirmed)

1st January

Joint Morning Service in St Andrews Church (to
be confirmed)

The Sunday School are again raising funds
for the Send a Cow Appeal. Instead of
sending Christmas cards to members of the
congregation please give a donation to this
very worthwhile cause.

Pastoral Group
Our Annual Christmas Party for the over 60’s has been arranged for Friday 9th December
at 2.30 pm in St Vigeans Hall.
If you would like to go, please let Helen Taylor (875901) know and she will also arrange
transport if required
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GIFT
SUNDAY
This year Gift Sunday is on 11th December and we are collecting items for Cosy Christmas Cosy Socks, Hug in a mug (hot chocolate, tea etc), Blankets , Hot water bottles, Slippers,
Jammies , Hats, Gloves, Scarves, Draught excluders, Shawls, Ponchos and Fleeces for all
ages.
We will give these gifts to Angus & Arbroath Community Alliance who will distribute them to
those who most require them.

25th November

Quiz in the hall at 7.30 pm.

3rd December

Dog Walkers’ & Walkers’ Lunch 10 am – 4pm
outside Session Room.

10th December

Seniors’ Party at 2.30 pm in the hall.

14th December

Floral Art Demonstration at 7.30 pm in the
hall.

19th December

Guild Lunch at 1.30 pm in Cliffburn Hotel.
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DOOR DUTY
November
Dorothy Baird
Meg Manson
Andrew Baird

December
Sandra Wilbourn
Campbell Wilbourn
Des Nicoll

January
Margaret Cargill
David Cargill
William Lawrie

February
Liz Lawson
Andy Lawson
Helen Taylor

If you are unable to do your door duty, please arrange for a replacement and contact Gertrud
890449

CHURCH OFFICER
6th
13th
20th
27th
1st

8th
15th
22nd
29th

November
Andrew Lawson
David Smith
Mike O’Donnell
Fraser Bews
January
Andrew Lawson
David Smith

5th
12th

December
Andrew Lawson
David Smith
Michael O’Donnell
Fraser Bews
February
David Smith
Michael O’Donnell

Mike O’Donnell

19th

Fraser Bews

Fraser Bews

26th

Andrew Lawson

4th
11th
18th
25th

Andrew Lawson

CHURCH FLOWERS
6th
13th
20th
27th
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

November
Hall Service
Remembrance Sunday
Nancy Robbie
Advent
January
Christmas Flowers
Hall Service
Donation
Donation
Donation

4th
11th
18th
25th
5th
12th
19th
26th

December
Hall Service
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers
February
Hall Service
Jean McPhail
Donation
Betty Brown

If anyone would like to put flowers in the church or give a donation, please speak to Rosie
Burnett. Rosie will often do the flowers for you!!
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COMPUTER ROTA
6th
13th
20th
27th
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

November
Gerda Reid
Isa Christie
Fraser Bews
Heather Lockhart
January
Heather Lockhart
Isa Christie
Gerda Reid
Sandra Menzies
Hannah Robbie

4th
11th
18th
25th
5th
12th
19th
26th

December
Fraser Bews
Heather Lockhart
Fraser Bews
Heather Lockhart
February
Anna Reid
Isa Christie
Gerda Reid
Sandra Menzies

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
If you are moving, please complete this address slip and return it to the Roll Keeper,
Miss B Brown, 2 Lochlands Drive, Arbroath. DD11 3DT
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………...
Former Address: …………………………………………………………………...
New Address: ……………………………………………………………………...

Contact Details
Rev Peter Phillips, Interim Moderator - 01241 830464
E mail: pphillips@churchofscotland.org.uk
---------Keith Scott, Locum - 01241 879615
07712 044 091
E mail: k.t.scott@hotmail.co.uk
----------Fraser Bews, Treasurer
07917 211 993
E mail: fraserbews1@gmail.com
---------Margaret Pullar, Session Clerk - 01241 876667
07745 943 346
E mail: margaret.pullar@btinternet.com
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